THE  editor  of  the  Evangelical  Repertory  tenders  to  his 
friends,  the  patrons  of  this  work,  more  than  the  mere  “  com¬ 
pliments  of  the  season  he  offers  an  expression  of  his  grati¬ 
tude  for  their  support,  which  has  enabled  him  to  continue 
his  labors,  with  increased  encouragement  and  brighter  pros¬ 
pects.  To  his  brethren  generally,  he  presents  ^  the  fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  Sj)irit  j”  and  the  desires  of  his  heart  are,  that 
they  may  continue  ^  steadfast  and  immovable^  in  the  faith 
of  the  gospel;  and  that,  during  the  coming  year,  they  may 
be  found  “  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.^  In  behalf 
of  the  whole  family  of  man,  he  solicits  the  favor  and  bless¬ 
ing  of  that  Being,  who  rolls  round  the  seasons ;  that  this 
year,  like  the  past,  may  be  ^  crowned  with  goodness  that 
its  passing  events  may  contribute  to  advance  the  cause  of 
rational  liberty,  to  aid  the  struggles  of  the  enslaved  in  mind 
or  body,  for  the  attainment  of  freedom  ;  and  to  hasten  the 
desirable  time,  when  “  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  be¬ 
come  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ,  who  shal! 
thenceforth  “  reign  for  ever  and  ever.*" 
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But  our  argument  has  its  positive  side ;  and  this  are 
now  to  consider.  The  text  speaks  with  great  clearness  and 
decision,  when  it  describes  the  object  or  end  of  predestina¬ 
tion  to  be,  ^  that  we  might  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his 
Son,”  to  the  image  of  the  Son  of  Cod.  This  is  an  idea,  too 
striking,  too  simple  and  impressive  to  require  much  time 
and  labor  at  explanation.  To  be  conformed  to  Jesus  Christ 
is  but  another  phrase,  to  express  all  that  the  gospel  means 
by  salvation  and  glorification.  Christ  is  “  the  image  of  the 
invisible  God,”  “  the  brightness  of  the  Father’s  glory,”  and 
hence  a  moral  conformity  to  him  is  all  that  can  be  requisite 
to  render  man  holy  and  happy.  This  is  “  that  salvation  of 
which  the  prophets  have  inquired  and  searched  diligently, 
when  they  speak  of  the  coming  of  theJustOne,and  of  the  glory 
that  should  tollow.”  This  is  the  higb,final  destination  to  which 
intelligent  beings  were  appointed  ;  and  to’ which  every  part 
of  the  divine  administration  corresponds  and  has  reference. 
All  the  characters  which  the  Saviour  bears  have  relation  to 
this  result.  He  is  a  king,  to  subject  his  enemies  and  recon¬ 
cile  them  to  his  Father’s  authority;  a  prophet,  to  teach  and 
inculcate  the  divine  will ;  the  light  of  the  world,  to  deliver 
it  from  the  dominion  of  darkness,  and  the  “corner-stone, 
laid  in  Zion,”  on  which  the  great  superstructure  is  to  rise 
to  its  completbn,  6n  which  present  believers,  who  know  and 
obey  the  truth,  arc  “  built  up  as  lively  stones  ;”  the  corner 
stone,  which  is  to  serve  as  a  model,  by  which  every  part  of 
the  edifice  is  to  be  formed,  till  if  “grows  unto  a  holy  temple 
in  the  Lord  ;”  till,  in  the  language,  of  the  text,  “  man  is  con¬ 
formed  to  the  image  of  the  Son  of  God.” 

The  text  further  asserts,  that  in  predestinating  us  to  the 
end  we  have  just  described,  God  intended  that  his  Sou 
.should  be  “  the  first-born  among  many  brethren.”  This 
phraseology,  with  very  little  variation,  occurs  in  other 
places  in  the  scriptures.  VVe  read  of  “  the  chui^ch  of  the 
tlrst-born of  “  the  fii*st-born  from  the  dead,”  and  of  “  the 
first-born  of  every  creature.”  The  same  exalted  personage 
is  alluded  to  in  each  of  these  passages.’  The  expression  is 
doubtless  of  Hebrew  origin  ^  relating  to  the  peculiar  privi¬ 
leges  and  powers  conferred  upon  the  eldest  son  of  a  family. 
Applied  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  expression  denotes  both  priority 
in  point  of  time,  and  superiority  in  point  of  rank  ;  while  yet 
it  represents  him  as  one  of  the  same  family  with  ourselves, 
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•  not  ashamed  to  call  us  brethren,”  though  titled  and  digni¬ 
fied  above  all  others,  and  having  a  name  alxive  every 
liomc.  ”  In  a  word,  we  may  understand  the  term  as  involv¬ 
ing  the  idea,  that  our  Lord  first  receives  the  inheritance, 
intended  for  the  whole  family  of  Clod ;  lor  in  him  the 
whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  are  named,”  and  thus  he 
is  “  the  first-born  of  every  creature,”  as  truly,  and  in  the 
same  sense  as  he  is  “the  first  born  among  many  brethren." 

I  consider  the  expressions  synonymous,  and  the  first  to  be 
explanatory  of  the  last. 

In  the  preceding  observations,  1  have  endeavored  to  ex¬ 
hibit  I  he  true  sense  of  the  passage,  selected  as  the  theme  ol 
the  discourse.  How  far  these  views  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
text  will  prove  satisfactory',  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine,  i 
am  sensible,  that  the  doctrine  of  predestination,  connected 
as  it  is,  with  that  of  divine  foreknowledge,  is  not  now  very 
generally  received  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  in  former 
times ;  and  I  have  adverted  to  the  reasons  for  its  being  dis- 
oarded.  V  et,  for  one,  I  cannot  believe  the  scriptures  unless 
I  admit  this  doctrine ;  and  as  has  been  already  observed,  it 
is  a  doctrine  that  coincides  with  our  natural  ideas  of  God, 
and  is  quite  compatible  with  the  reason  of  man.  One  cause 
©f  the  denial  of  this  doctrine  has  been,  the  notion  that,  pre¬ 
destination  necessarily  includes  or  supposes  particular  elec¬ 
tion.  VV'c  have  meant  to  show  that  tliis  notion  is  absurd ; 
and  have  accordingly  endeavored  to  present  the  doctrine  in 
question  as  it  is  found  in  revelation,  w  ithout  the  additions  or 
mutilations  that  modern  Christians  have  made.  These  addi¬ 
tions  and  mutilations  present  instances  of  the  repulsive  char-' 
acter  of  the  scheme  of  which  reprobation  makes  a  distin¬ 
guishing  part ;  and  they  evince  how  unsatisfactory  ti>c* 
scheme  is,  even  to  such  as  profess  generally  to  hold  ii. 
They  are  continually  pruning  it  away  ;  they  have  done  it, 
till  little  remains  but  the  name,  under  which  they  still  taki 
sanctuary.  ‘‘  'I  hcy  will  eat  their  own  bread  and  wear  their 
own  apparel;  only  they  will  be  called  liy  that  name,  to  take 
awa^  their  reproach.” 

'lhat  the  doctrine  advanced  in  this  discour^  is  rich  in 
comfort,  and  calculated  to  inspire  the  strongest  contidence 
in  God,  I  need  n(>t  spend  time  to  prove.  It  represents  om¬ 
niscience  and  omnipotence  as  employed  upon  human  wel¬ 
fare.  It  represents  the  divine  prescience,  as  perceiving  from 
all  past  eternity,  the  final,  happy  destination  of  all  intelli¬ 
gences,  fixed  by  an  irrevocable  decree.  It  exhibits  the  re¬ 
lation  of  the  acts  of  the  divine  mind,  when  it  asserts,  tha* 
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^  whom  be  did  foreknow,  he  did  also  predestinate  to  be  con¬ 
formed  to  the  image  of  his  Son  and  from  these  considera¬ 
tions  it  inspires  confidence,  and  promotes  complacency  of 
spirit.  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us 
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The  general  causes  of  error  in  interpreting  the  Scriptures, 
or  what  is  much  the  same,  of  the  ignorance  of  the  truth 
which  they  contain,  may  be  traced  to  a  want  of  interest  in 
divine  things,  which  precludes  all  attention  to  the  Bible;  or 
to  a  disposition  to  admit  the  views  of  others  as  correct,  with¬ 
out  giving  the  subject  any  examination.  But  there  are  oth¬ 
er  particular  reasons  w  hy  so  many  remain  ignorant  of  the 
truths  of  the  Christian  religion.  W  hen  our  LoH  said,  “  ye  do 
err,  not  knowing  the  scriptures,”  he  addressed  men,  who 
were  conversant  with  the  writings  of  Moses  and  the  proph¬ 
ets.  It  follows  then,  that  while  w  e  cannot  expect  instruction 
from  a  book  w  hich  we  do  not  search,  we  may  fail  of  im¬ 
provement  from  one,  with  the  letter  of  which  we  are  well  ac¬ 
quainted  :  We  may  read  the  scriptures,  and  be  able  to  quote, 
them  with  facility,  and  still  be  ignorant  of  the  truths  they 
contain.  To  set  this  fact  in  a  clear  light,  we  shall  mentioii 
some  special  causes  of  error,  and  ignorance  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures. 

•  First.  We  are  liable  to  error,  and  an  ignorance  of  the 
scriptures,  when  we  come  to  the  reading  and  research  of 
them  from  the  influence  of  habit,  rather  than  from  a  desire 
to  gain  information.  In  every  study  in  which  we  engage,  a 
proper  disposition  of  mind  is  of  primary  and  material  con¬ 
sequence  to  our  final  success.  It  is  not,  surely,  very  natural 
to  expect  that  we  should  find  what  we  do  not  seek  after; 
and  if  there  have  been  instances  in  which  discoveries  have 
been  made  in  moral  or  divine  science,  in  a  seemingly  casual 
way, they  are  rather  exceptions  to  general  rules,  than  the  rules 
themselves:  and  for  this  reason,  cannot  form  the  basis  of  ar¬ 
gument  or  tne  ground  of  advice.’  If  children  of  considerable 
age  were  to  imbibe  the  notion,  that  their  attention  to  study 
was  to  be  influenced  by  custom,  and.  regulated  by  the  gen¬ 
eral  practice  of  the  times,  without  reference  to  a  higher  ob¬ 
ject,  their  progress  would  be  retarded,  in.  direct  proportion 
to  the  influence  of  this  idea  upon  their  minds.  Let  the  Bible 
contain  the  richest  treasure  of  knowledge ;  let  it  be  able  “  te 
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make  us  wise  unto  sairation,”  if  we  rightly  understand  it ; 
still,  if  we  read  it  because  our  fathers  did  so  before  us,  and 
because  it  is  the  general  practice  of  society  around  us,  while 
we  contemplate  no  higher  object,  and  are  intluenced  by  no 
better  motive,  its  truths  will  remain  a  dead  letter;  we  shall 
come  to  the  reading  of  it  as  a  task,w  Inch,  having  accomplish¬ 
ed,  we  shall  be  satisfied  with  uurselve.s,  much  in  the  same 
manner,  and  to  much  the  same  purpose,  as  if  we  had  count¬ 
ed  a  number  of  beads,  or  repeated,  or  heard  re|r)ealed,  cer¬ 
tain  forms  of  prayer,  in  a  langtiagc  to  us  unintelligible.  Con¬ 
science  may  indeed  dictate  Ijolh  these  practices  under  the 
name  of  duly,  but  it  must  be  conscience  blinded  by  tradi¬ 
tion  and  made  subservient  to  prejudice.  'I'he  study  of  the 
scriptures,  however,  should  never  l>e  induced  or  rogulat<  d 
by  such  principles.  The  men  whom  the  Hible  most  highly 
commenas  for  their  researches  in  the  sacred  records,  arc 
said  to  have  “  searched  the  scriptures,  to  know  whither  the 
things  which  they  heard  were  so  or  not.” 

Secondly.  We  sometimes  err,  and  establish  ourselves  in 
ignorance  of  the  scriptures,  from  adopting  false  principles  of 
interpretation.  This  case  is  equivalent  to  adopting  no  prin¬ 
ciples  or  rules  of  interpretation  at  all ;  at  least  the  effect  is  like¬ 
ly  to  be  as  bad, and  in  some  instances  it  may  lie  worse.  There 
are  some  who  object  to  interpreting  a  book,  which  they  con¬ 
sider  as  the  word  of  God,and  allege, that  w'e  should  let  it  stand 
precisely  as  we  find  it ;  lest  we  should  obscure  its  true  sense, 
and  “  darken  counsel  by  words  without  know  ledge.”  That 
this  has  often  been  done,  we  do  not  deny  ;  but  it  Ls  not  good 
logic  to  reason  from  the  abuse  of  a  thing,  against  the  right 
use  of  it.  Besides,  we  have  never  yet  seen  men,  who,  with 
all  their  boasted  regard  for  the  divine  testimony, as  sufficient¬ 
ly  clear  without  any  explication,  but  will  give  as  many  in¬ 
terpretations  as  others,  when  they  find  occasion  for  them. 
If  indeed  they  hit  upon  a  passage  which  evidently  favors 
their  own  scheme,  they  do  not  choose  to  explain  it;  but 
propose  one  that  appears  to  militate  with  their  theory,  and 
you  will  be  told,  “  it  docs  not  mean  so,”  and  immediately 
pass  to  an  explanation,  intended  to  accommodate  the  pas¬ 
sage  in  question  to  their  own  views.  We  do  not  so  much 
condemn  this  practice,  as  the  want  of  consistency  which  at¬ 
tends  it.  If  we  agree  that  God  has  addresseJman  in  the 
scriptures,  we  must  admit  that  he  has  spoken  to  him  as  a 
reasonable  being,  capable  of  reflection,  of  comparing  one 
thing  with  another,  of  deducing  inferences,  anrl  forming  a 
determinate  judgment  of  what  he  reads.  The  exe  rcises  ol 
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I  out  iDinds  must  br  called  foiMh;  the  powers  of  the  soul,  i*s 

uudcrstandini^  and  reason  must  be  in  action,  or  the  Bihle,  il 
it  is  the  word  of  (  iod,  would  lose  much  of  its  value.  Hence, 
wc  find  the  necessity  of  some  mode  of  interpretation,  pro¬ 
vided  we  can  establish  correct  principles  by  which  to  con¬ 
duct  it. 

When  wc  construe  any  portion  of  scripture  in -  a  way 
which  opposes  any  known  attribute  of  Deity,  or  strikes  at 
his  general  character,  as  revealed  in  nature  and  providence, 
we  arc  sure  to  run  into  error  and  ignorance.  The  word 
of  God  is  but  the  exhibition  of  the  principles  and  properties 
w  hich  constitute  the  divine  mind  and  character.  It  docs  not 
form  or  establish  those  principles,  or  give  them  their  exis¬ 
tence  ;  but  it  reveals  them  to  us,  and  illustrates  them  to  our 
understandings.  If  wc  have  any  correct  ideas  of  Deity,  wc 
shall  make  them  the  basis  of  our  explications  of  his  word ; 
and  if  w  e  should  find  in  the  Bible  a  doctrine,  in  opposition 
to  known  and  acknow  ledged  principles,  that  circumstance, 
so  far  from  proving  the  doctrine  true,  w'ould  prove  the  Bible 
false.  Yet  how  many  there  arc,  who  seize  with  avidity  up¬ 
on  some  detached,  insulated  passage,  which  they  interpret 
w'ithout  rule,  without  reference  to  any  law  or  principle  of 
construction,  in  order  to  support  some  darling  tenet.  It  may 
oppose  the  wisdom,  goodness  and  power  of  God  ;  no  matter; 
the  text  says  thus  or  so,  and  that  is  sufticient. 

Nor  do  wc  commit  a  smaller  error,  when  wc  explain  dark 
and  mysterious  passages,  by  those  w’hich  arc  equally  dark 
and  mysterious.  I’ho  reverse  ought  to  be  the  case.  The 
obscure  should  be  interpreted  by  those  w  Inch  arc  clear  and 
luminous.  There  arc  people,  whose  humour  is  to  refer  ev¬ 
ery  phenomenon  in  nature,  or  event  in  providence,  w’hich 
flicy  cannot  fully  understand,  to  supernatural  causes,  or  to 
tlic  agency  of  supposed  invisible  beings ;  that  is,  they  at¬ 
tempt  to  account  for  things  w'hich  they  cannot  explain,  by 
those  which  have  still  greater  need  of  explanation.  7'hcy 
proceed,  in  these  cases,  much  as  many  have  proceeded  w’ith 
the  scriptures;  and  in  both  instances  w’c  have  melancholy 
evidence  of  ignorance  and  error.  7'hcrc  were  anciently 
some  things  in  the  wa  itings  of  Paul,  which  Peter  aflirmed 
.were  “hard  to  be  understood,  and  which  the  unlearned,  and 
unstable  wrested  to  their  own  destruction.*’  These  passa? 
ges  were  explained  in  a  certain  way ;  but  they  were  not 
understood.  No  man  was  the  wiser  for  the  interpretation. 
They  w  ere  “  wrested”  or  distorted  from  their  true  sense,  and 
Tiade  to  read  destruction,  which  certainly  was  no  part  of 
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Ulcir  meaning ;  for  if  it  had  been,  there  would  have  been  no 
“  wresting'’  or  distortion  in  the  case.  Simplicity  is  the  great 
characteristic  of  scripture,  and  should  be,  of  all  constriy  - 
tions  of  if. 

(to  be  COXTlSrED.) 


rhouBhts 

On  ZLPHAMAH  Jii.  11. 

fn  that  day  shall  thou  not  be  ashamed  for  all  thy  doings,  vrhcr*m  lUon 
hast  transgressed  against  me.  ' 


Shame  is  the  inseparable  companion  of  guilt,  and  both 
are  the  constant  attendants  or  certain  consequences  of  trans¬ 
gression.  To  avoid  these  sensations  by  a  rigid  adherence 
to  t!»e  maxims  of  virtue,  is  a  point  too  well  understood  to 
require  di.scus>ion,  and  that  this  is  the  only  method  for  at¬ 
taining  that  end,  is  too  clear  to  need  an}'  argument  in  its  de¬ 
fence.  Ibit  hnu'  a  sinner^  imolved  in  f'tdlty  ami  clothed  7cith 
iihaine^  shall  finally  exonerated  from  these  effects  of  his  criirri- 

Tiality^  and  restond  to  a  condition^  in  zehich  he  shall  feel  none 
of  the  pan^s  of  remorse^  nor  svffer  the  shame  which  sin  produces^ 
is  a  question,  that  may  not  be  easily  answered,  if  at  all. 
Probably, there  are  few  questions  w  hich  refjuircmore  acquain¬ 
tance  w  i(h  the  nature  of  man,  as  a  moral  being,  to  assist  in 
furnishing  a  reply,  than  the  one  under  consideration.  The 
text  asserts  the  fact,  ‘“‘thou  shalt  no  more  be  ashamed  for  all 
thy  doings  wherein  thou  hast  transgressed  against  me 
but  it  leaves  us  in  the  dark,  as  to  the  particular  process  by 
which  this  object  would  be  attained.  This  is  what  we  have 
now  to  consider,  and  to  this  point  w  e  shall  direct  the  obser¬ 
vations  w  hich  will  occur  in  tlie  present  discourse. 

Our  first  concern  lies  in  pointing  out  the  uses  of  the  sense 
of  shame,  as  the  attendant  of  transgression. — In  the  moral 
economy  of  God,  every  circumstance  and  cause,  connected 
w  ith  our  mental  existence,  arc  intended  to  subserve  his  great 
purposes,  and  answer  the  benevolent  design  of  creation.  In 
regard  to  his  mind,  man  is  constituted  very  much  as  he  is 
with  respect  to  his  body.  Tlie  pain,  which  we  fee!  from 
bodily  injuries,  or  the  distress  w  hich  a  wound  produces,  is 
wisely  intended  by  the  Author  of  uur  being,  to  guard  our 
bodies  from  danger,  and  protect  them  from  suffering  by  the 
agency  of  such  causes  as  have  power  to  injure  us.  The 
(lod  (^f  nature  is  not  the  Lcr'‘''Vo!ent.  because  he  ha*:  tjy* 
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formed  us  with  invulnerable  bodies ;  he  is  not  the  lets  godO, 
because  we  are  not  made  insensible  to  the  action  of  lire,  or 
Butfer  pain  when  we  come  in  contact  with  that  element.  It 
is  quite  sufficient  to  all  the  known  purposes  of  benevolence, 
that  providence  has  posted  its  centinels  at  every  department 
of  the  corporeal  system,  to  give  us  notice  of  danger,  and  in¬ 
dicate  the  way  to  avoid  it.  it  is  by  no  fortuitous  combina¬ 
tion  of  circumstances,  it  is  not  the  result  of  chance,  that  man 
is  subject  to  shame  and  confusion,  upon  the  commission  of 
sin ;  a  sense  of  shame  is  intended  as  one  of  the  guards  of 
virtue,  and  the  confusion  of  face  which  inevitably  clothes 
the  guilty,  is  the  herald  of  repentance,  summoning  the  trans¬ 
gressor  to  turn  fron  the  error  of  his  ways.  Nor  is  it  sufficient 
to  know,  that  this  order  of  things  is  not  merely  accidental ; 
it  ought  to  be  understood  as  the  result  of  that  faithfulness 
and  love,  which  pervade,  and  actuate  the  whole  system  of 
God.  We  have  thus  discovered  one  of  the  uses,  to  which 
the  sense  of  shame  is  applied,  and  it  is  not  the  smallest  part 
of  our  satisfaction,  to  perceive  in  it  a  proof  of  the  wisdom 
and  benevolence  of  Deity-  In  addition  to  this  we  may  very 
safely  remark,  that  shame,  though  it  proves  the  possessor 
to  be  sinful  and  depraved,  yet,  it  likewise  demonstrates  the 
presence  and  action  of  virtuous  principles,  which  no  course 
of  vice  is  able  utterly  to  extinguish.  If  it  were  otherwise, 
the  sinner  would  have  no  sense  of  shame.  If  sin  were  the 
natural  element,  in  which  man  is  inclined  to  live  and  move, 
he  w  ould  suffer  no  confusion  at  being  found  there.  It  would 
be  like  the  air  to  the  fowl,  or  like  water  to  the  finny  tribe. 
Under  such  circumstances,  we  might  indeed  consider  man 
as  totally  depraved,  though  we  should  still  be  at  loss  to 
account  for  his  guilt,  and  unable  to  show  in  what  it  con¬ 
sisted. 


Urtef  £ot(cr 

OF  THE  VIEWS  OF  SEVERAL  WRITERS  UPON  THE  DOCTRINE  Of 
UNIVERSAL  RESTORATION. 


In  presenting  the  readers  of  the  Repertory  with  what  is 
contemplated  in  this  article,  we  shall  commence  with  those 
fathers  of  the  Christian  Church  who  arc  known  to  have  ad¬ 
vocated  the  doctrine  of  the  final  salvation  of  all  men,  or  are 
supposed  to  have  exhibited  sentiments  in  their  writings  which 
strongly  imply  a  belief  in  that  doctrine.  We  wish  it  howcv- 
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t:r  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  \rc  do  not  attach  a  great¬ 
er  degree  ot  credit  to  the  fathers,  or  consider  them  of  higher 
authority  than  oth«r  men,  any  further,  than  as  they  lived 
nearer  than  others  to  the  days  of  Christ  and  his  AjK)stle5,and 
may,  therefore,  be  supposed  to  have  been  better  acquainted 
uith  the  primitive  doctrine  of  the  Church,  l)eforc  it  became 
corrupted.  Wc  arc  sensible,  too,  that  some  ancient  writers, 
who  have  been  cited  as  defenders  of  Universal  Restoration, 
have  been  denied  by  others  to  have  advanced  any  sentiments 
directly  in  its  favour.  Thus  there  is  a  disparity  of  opinion 
upon  this  sulucct,  from  which  it  is  fair  to  conclude,  ctiut  the 
persons,  of  W’hosc  works  these  adverse  notions  are  entertain¬ 
ed,  could  not  have  written  very  explicitly  in  relation  to  the 
above  doctrine,  if  they  really  believed  it.  For  ourselves, 
wc  have  not  a  sufliciently  extensive  acquaintance  with  th(‘ 
works  of  the  fathers,  to  enable  us  to  form  a  satisfactory  de¬ 
cision.  Wc  shall  mention  some,  who  have  licen  alleged 
as  defenders  of  this  doctrine,  or  as  having  countenanced  if, 
and  that  by  nien,  whose  extensive  reading  gave  them  the 
means  of  satisfying  themselves  of  the  character  of  the  works 
to  which  we  allude. 

The  first  w  hom  we  shall  mention  is  Origen.  This  extra¬ 
ordinary  man  was  born  at  Alexandria,  A.  1).  185.  He 
w  as  one  of  the  most  celebrated  eccle.-iastical  writers,  great- 
<^st  geniuses,  and  most  Earned  men  of  the  primitive  Church. 
Dr.  Jorlin  says,  “  his  whole  life  was  spent  in  examining, ex¬ 
plaining,  and  teaching  the  scriptures.  Ho  was  humble,  mod¬ 
est,  and  patient  under  great  injuries  and  cruel  treatment, 
which  he  received  from  Christians  and  Pagans;  for  though 
he  ever  had  a  considerable  number  of  friends  and  admirers, 
on  account  of  his  amiable  (jualilies  and  useful  accomplish¬ 
ments,  he  w  as  pcr>ecutcd  and  calumniated  by  men,  w  ho  had 
neither  his  learning  nor  virtue.*’  Origen  is  acknowledired 
by  all,  to  have  written  cxpliritl}',  in  favour  of  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  all  men  to  !»oline>s  and  felicity.  Of  his  views,  no 
doubt  is  entertained.  He  is  known,  to  have  advocated  the 


doctrine  of  a  limited  punishment  or  discipline  beyond  this 
life;  and  he  l>elievrd,  that  such  discipline  would  have  an 
emendatory  efl'ect  upon  all  the  subjects  of  it.  In  addition  to 
these  views,  Origen  held,  that,  as  Christ  was  crucified  in  the. 
world  to  save  mankind,  he  is  to  be  crucified  in  the  next  to 


save  the  devils.  There  was  a  sect  who  took  their  name 
from  hiin,  being  called  Origenisfs,  who  were  distinguished 
by  his  opinion.  They  w'crc  known  Iw  t!ii>  name  loni:  aPer 
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t  he  death  uf  Oi  igcn.  AVe  find  men  bearing  the  name  of  Or* 
igcnislM  as  late  as  the  1  7th  eenturv. 

Tertullian  is  claimed  as  a  defender  of  the  doctrine  of  final, 
universal  happiness.  He  was  l)orn.  A.  1).  21G.  He  is  said 
to  have  possessed  ‘‘  a  ureat  knowledge  of  the  holy  scrip¬ 
tures,  a  lively  imagin.ili.m,  a  strong,  elevated  and  impetuous 
style,  great  eloquence  and  strength  of  reasoning.’’ 

(Gregory  Nazianzen,  sirnamrd  the  divine,  is  said  to  have 
^vritten  in  defence  of  the  restoration  of  all  men ;  at  least  so  far, 
as  to  ex|)ress  his  belief  of  the  fact.  He  was  ‘‘one  of  the 
most  illustrious  ornaments  of  the  (ircek  Church  in  the  fourth 
age.  His  style  was  ecjual  to  that  of  the  most  celebrated  or¬ 
ators  of  ancient  (Ircece.”  We  have  seen  no  date  of  his 
birth.  H  e  was  made  Bishop  of  Constantinople,  in  A.  L). 
MO. 

iicforc  we  dismiss  this  article,  we  wish  to  ofler  a  few  brief 
remarks.  1.  'bhat,  in  the  writings  of  such  of  the  ancient 
fatliers,  who  have  decidedly  advocated  the  doctrine  of  a 
Universal  Restoration,  we  find  the  idea  of  a  future,  limited 
iliscipline,  as  a  mean  of  saving  the  subject.  In  this,  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  agreed,  however  they  might  have  dillcr- 
cd  in  other  respects.  And  if  the  writings  of  those  men  arc 
worthy  of  the  more  credit,  on  account  of  the  authors  having 
lived  ncanT  to  the  time  of  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  than  oth¬ 
ers,  this  circumstance  will  have  its  due  weight,  in  support 
of  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state  of  punishment,  as  well  as  in 
support  of  any  other  article,  or  views  of  the  general  doc¬ 
trines  of  Christianit3'. 

2.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  avoid  the  conclusion,  that 
the  doctrine  of  I  nivcrsal  Restoration  w^as  considerably 
prevalent,  and  pretty  currently  believed  in  the  days  of  those 
fathers,  wdio  w  rote  in  favor  of  it ;  as  otherwise,  it  will  be 
very  hard  to  account  for  the  cclebrit}^  w  hich  those  men  at¬ 
tained,  Wc  cannot  suppose,  that  Origen,  for  instance,  would 
have  become  so  famous  as  a  teacher  of  the  sciences,  and  as  a 
preacher,  and  have  received  so  man^'  honors  from  people  ot 
all  descriptions,  if  his  doctrine  had  been  so  obnoxious,  as  it 
lias  since  been  considered.  The  least  we  can  suppose  is, 
that,  though  many,  in  church  and  state,  might  have  diffiered 
from  that  father  in  opinion  on  this  subject,  \et,  that  the 
ditierrnce  did  not  break  the  Fellowship  of  the  Church,  not’ 
exclude  Origen  from  deserved  honors  and  rewards. 

(to  de  cumixuep.) 


c;xcoM^^UNICAT:o:;. 

I^VtommunitatoiL 

‘I'lic  following  is  a  correct  narrative  of  the  proceedings 
v>f  the  Calvinislic  B.H)ti>t  Church,  in  the  town  of  Craffon, 
(Mass.)  with  two  of  their  late  ineinhers,  viz.  Mr.  Stfphrrt 
Cutler  and  Lucy^  his  wife. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cutler,  Uy  prayerful  nieditation  and  reading 
of  the  holy  scriptures,  became  convinced  of  the  doctrine  of 
Universal  Restoration  ;  and  presuming  that  their  member¬ 
ship  w  ith  the  Baptist  church  would  no  longer  be  agreeahle, 
th<‘y  wished  peaceably  to  retire  ;  and  accordirjgly  address¬ 
ed  the  church  the  following  letter,  through  the  iiicdiuin  ol 
its  pastor  : 

“  (ira  fion^  Sept.  2, 

Rev.  Ofis  Converge, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, 

By  laying  the  following  letter  before  the  Bapti.*>; 
Church  in  Cral’ton,  you  will  confer  a  favf)r  on  the  subscri¬ 
bers.  S.  C.  arul  L.  C. 

^I'o  the  Baptist  Church,  in  the  tow  n  of  (Irafton  : 

Dear  Brethren.,  We  have  recently  become  fully  c  onvin- 
ced  of  the  do(  trine  of  the  hnal  resioration  of  all  men  to 
holiness  and  felicit\%  and  also  of  the  unscripluralness  of 
many  of  the  doctrines  of  your  church  ;  and  |)resumijig 
that  our  membership  with  yo»i  will  ru)  longer  be  desirable, 
under  our  present  faith,  we  take  this  method  to  ask  an  ami¬ 
cable  dismission  from  your  church,  wiih  such  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  our  moral  and  Christian  char.'.cters  as  justice  shall 
permit,  to  unite!  with  the  church  in  Shrewsbury,  of  wfiicli 
the  llev.  Jacob  IVood  is  pastor. 

Brethren,  we  do  not  reepiest  this  dismission  from  anv  di-- 
affection  which  we  have  to  you,  or  with  a  view  to  eli'sfellnw- 
ship  with  you  ;  but  simply  from  the  pea  sua^ion  that  a  contin¬ 
uance  of  our  membership  would  not  be  agreeable  with  your 
feelings.  We  shall  not  here  state  the  reasons  for  our 
change  of  faith,  but,  if  recjuired,  we  arc  ready  to  do  it,  with 
meekness  and  fear. 

Still  wishing  to  walk  with  you  in  the  great  community  of 
Christ’s  disciples,  and  to  interchange  every  friendly  and 
Christian  ollice  of  charity,  we  humbly  subscribe  ourselves, 
though  dirt'erent  in  some  points  of  faith, 

Vour  brother  and  sister  in  the  faith  of  the  l^ord  Jesus, 

STKFIir.X  (’CTLF.R. 
la'f  V  (’UTCFR- 

On  hearing  this  letter  read  by  the  pa‘‘tor.  th«  church  ayir 
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pointed  fi  committee  to  visit  Mr.  nnd  Mrs.  Cuticr,  tind  re 
quest  their  personal  appearnnee  betbre  the  church,  at  its 
next  regular  meeting.  With  this  re(juest  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cut- 
Jer  did  not  think  proper  to  comply,  alleging  to  the  gentleman 
n  ho  waited  on  them  as  a  committee,  that,  if  the  church  only 
■wanted  them  to  ofter  the  reasons  why  they  had  changed  their 
faith,  this  could  be  done  in  WTiting,  in  a  more  correct  and 
dispassionate  manner  than  in  a  personal  conference  with  the 
church,  which  would  probably  excite  the  feelings,  and  in- 
Iroduce  an  unprofitable  altercation. 

Hefore  the  appointed  meeting,  therefore,  they  sent  the 
following  letter  to  Mr.  Converse,  to  be  laid  before  the  church. 

Grafton,  Oct,  1,  1823. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir, 

Through  the  agency  of  a  gentleman,  professing  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Baptist  Church  in  Grafton,  to  wait  on  us.  and 
make  known  the  pleasure  of  said  church,  relative  to  our  re¬ 
quest  for  a  dismission,  we  have  been  re(|uested  to  appear  be- 
fo?*e  the  church,  at  the  next  regular  meeting,  and  ofler  our 
reasons  for  the  recent  change  of  our  religious  sentiments. 
Prcstiming  that  you,and  the  brethren  in  general  will  l)e  dispo¬ 
sed  to  receive  the  reasons  which  we  have  to  ofi'er,  through 
that  medium  which  7re  may  deem  most  advantageous  to  the 
desired  object,  we  prefer  to  do  it  in  this  method.  We  shall 
therefore  feel  under  obligations  to  you,  dear  sir,  if  you  will 
lay  the  following  communication  before  the  church,  at  their 
next  regular  meeting. 

Respectfully  yours,  S.  C.  and  L.  D. 

TO  Till:  BArTIST  CHURCH  IN  GRAFTON. 

Brethren, — Agreeable  to  your  wish,  we  fiow  proceed  to 
present  you  with  some  of  the  reasons  w  hich  have  recently 
produced  a  change  in  our  religious  faith.  VVe  shall  be  ve¬ 
ry  brief  in  this  statement,  assuring  you,  as  before,  that  if  you 
require  further  evidence  of  our  present  faith,  we  shall  be 
happy  in  making  it  known  to  you.  In  this  letter  we  shall 
confine  ourselves  to  one  particular  subject,  viz  :  W  hy  we  re¬ 
ject  endless  punishment,  and  believe  in  the  final  restoration  of 
.all  men.  There  are  many  other  articles  in  your  faith  w  hich 
we  esteem  as  erroneous  as  the  doctrine  of  endless  punish¬ 
ment  ;  but,  the  reasons  w  hy  we  consider  them  as  such,  will 
he  reserved,  if  requested,  for  another  communication. 

Permit  us,  then,  in  the  first  place,  to  state  some  brief  rea¬ 
sons  why  we  do  not  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery. 

1.  W’e  do  not  believe  in  this  doctrine  because  it  is  no  where 
expressed  in  the  Bible.  The  strongest  words  to  mark  du¬ 
ration.  which  arc  ever  applied  to  the  future  misery  of  the 


SOUTHERN  A»SO€IATl«^^ 


16P 

U’ickcd,  in  our  English  translation,  arc  rcfrlaatinp^  t$emal^ 
and  forever ;  and  these  arc  known  to  he  very  indefinite  and 
equivocal  in  their  sense,  being  used,  as  is  well  known  to  cv* 
ery  attentive  reader  of  the  scrifilure,  in,  at  least,  about  tH'vm- 
iy  instances,  in  a  limited  sense,  for  an  age,  state,  or  dis^>en- 
sation.  The  scripture  writers  in  setting  forth  the  endless  hajy- 
pincss  of  the  saints^  have  used  words  and  expressions  which 
have  no  exceptions  in  signifying  absolute  eternity  of  dura* 
lion.  Huch,  for  example,  as  “  world  without  endf'^  “  iripor* 
rutible'^]  ‘‘  cannot  die  any  7Worc,”t  “  aidless  /it/e,”||  far  more  rav 
ceedinv  etemaL''§  Now  liad  the  sacred  writers  interrded  to 
have  expressed  the  endless  mirH?ry  of  the  wicked,  why  did 
they  not  employ  these  words  and  phrases  for  the  purpose  2 
But  since  they  have  not  done  it,  but  only  employed  words, 
in  speaking  of  the  misery  of  the  wicked,  which  are  indejinitey 
and  may  be  taken  for  a  limited  as  well  as  an  endless  sense, 
we  must  be  assured,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  teach  the 
endless  duratfon  of  misery. 

2.  We  do  not  believe  in  the  endless  misery  of  the  w  icked, 
because  it  is  unjiust  in  its  nature,  llie  whole  plan  of  gospel 
retribution  is  represented  to  be  “  according  to  our  wor/re.” 
But  there  is  no  proportion  between  an  endless  punishment, 
and  the  sins  committed  in  this  short  and  frail  life.  If  it  lie 
said,  that  sin  is  infnite.  and  therefore  deserves  an  endless 
or  infinite  punishment,  we  reply,  this  notion  destroys  all 
distinction  between  the  least  and  Fjeatest  crimes,  and  repre¬ 
sents  all  sins  of  one  common  magnitude.  Be>ides,  it  is  a 
notion  inconsistent  in  itself,  and  totally  unknown  in  the  scrips 
tures.  {To  be  continued,) 

•Isa.  45,  17.  t  1  Cor.  11,  ?5 ;  2  IVt.  1,  4.  t  Luke  20,  3C. 

Ij  Ileb.  7,  16,  compared  wrilb  John  14,  19.  ♦tj  Cor.  4,  17. 


.Southern  ^^i^tiortattoii 

OF  UNIVF.RSALIbTS. 

[The  Procecdinjrs  of  the  Southern  A^rociation  at  ilu  latr  region  would 
have  been  inserted  in  the  preceding  number  of  this  work,  if  they  had  been 
received  in  season.] 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Southern  Association  of  I'nix'ersalistr 
convened  mt  the  house  of  Col.  Sullhan  Sumner^  of  Alii  ford.  Mass,- 
Dec.  flM,  1823: 

Br.  Thom  as  Whittemore  opened  the  meeting  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  by  prayer. 

Chose  Br.  Richard  C.irricpie.  Moderator, 

Br.  Jacob  Frieze,  Clerk, 
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Chose  Br>.  Kdward  Turner,  Harzillai  Streeter,  and  Joshua 
Flagg,  a  Conhiiiltoe  to  receive  rec^uests  tor  Lciiers  of  Kel- 
lowship  and  Ordination.  Adjourned  to  Wednesday  moru' 
ing,  half  past  eight  o’clock. 

lYayer  by  Hr.  T.  (i.  Farnsworth. 

Wednesday  mornings  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Hr.  H.  Ballou,  2d.  opened  by  IVayer. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Session  of  this  Associa¬ 
tion,  in  June  last,  to  labor  with  the  Author^  of  the  “Appeal 
and  Declaration,”  reported,  that  they  had  attended  to  that 
duty,  but  without  effect. — V^oled  to  accept  said  Report,  and 
to  discharge  the  Committee  from  further  service. 

Order  of  Public  Service  on  Wednesday  Morning. 

Introductory  prayer  by  Hr.  C.  Hudson. 

Sermon  by  Hr.  11.  Streeter,  from  2  Tim.'i,  10,  “Who  hath 
abolished  death,  and  hath  brought  life  and  immortality  t^ 
light  through  the  gospel.” 

Concluding  prayer  by  Hr.  B.  Whitlemorc. 

yifte.rnnon  Service. 

Introductory  prayer  by  Hr.  David  Pickering. 

Sermon  by  Hr.  Edward  J'urner — Text.  1  Cor.  ii,  14,  “But 
the  natural  man  rcceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him.  neither  can  he  know 
them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned.” 

Concluding  prayer  by  Hr.  11.  Ballou,  2d. 

In  Council,  after  Divine  Service, — ^Chose  Brs.  ITosea  Bal¬ 
lou,  David  Pickering,  Jacob  Frieze,  Richard  Carrifjue.  and 
11  osea  Ballou,  2d.  as  a  Committee  to  draft  Proposals  of  re¬ 
conciliation  between  those  Brethren,  who  are  the  authors  of 
the  “Appeal  and  Declaration,”  and  this  Association.  Ad¬ 
journed  lo  Thursday  morning,  at  half  past  eight  o’clock. 

Br.  Adin  Ballou  closed  by  prayer. 

Thursday  Morning,  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  Hr.  Edward  'Purner. 

The  Committee  appointed  last  Evening,  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  proposals,  wliich  were  accepted  by  the  Association. 
Here  follows: — 

Whereas  certain  publications,  called  an  Appeal  lo  the 
Public,  and  a  Declaration  to  the  World,  have  been  construed 
to  indicate  a  disfellowship,  as  expressed  in  a  Resolve  of  the 
.Southern  Association,  the  undersigned,  authors  of  the  Decla¬ 
ration,  being  possessed  of  a  fervent  desire  to  restore  the 
happy  union  and  fellowship  of  our  religious  order,  and  to 


N 


SOUTHER^  ASSOCIATION’. 


Ill 


enjoy  ourselves,  and  to  assist  our  l)iTthrrn  to  reciprocate 
wilii  us  the  incstiinahlc  blessings  of  harmony  and  brotherly 
love,  desire  to  remove  all  diHrculiies  al)ov(‘  noted,  by  certi¬ 
fy  ini;  that  we  do  most  cordially  acknowledge  and  accept, 
as  Christian  ministers,  and  brethren,  such  as  diller  from  us 
on  the  subjects  of  doctrine,  maintaitied  in  the  above-named 
publications.  And  we  receive  an<l  consider  the  acceptance 
of  this  proposal  Ijy  the  AsM)cialion,  as  an  assurance  on  their 
part,  that  they  reciprocate  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of 
Christian  fellowship  above  mentioned. 

Knw'\Rn  Tcrnfu, 
biR/iLi.^i  Struter, 

CmARI.KS  Ih’DSON. 

Voted,  that  the  same  is  fully  sati>factory  to  this  Associa¬ 
tion,  in  relation  to  the  signers  thereof,  and  that  this  body 
reci[)roc.atc  the  Christian  feeling  and  fellowship,  therein  ex¬ 
pressed. 

Order  of  Services  on  Thursdm^  J\1orning. 

Introductory  |)rayer  by  Hr.  'F.  (1.  rarnsworth. 

Sermon  by  Hr.  I).  Hickering,  from  Isaiah  liii.  I,  “Who 
Lath  believed  our  report,  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  revealed  ?*" 

C«>ncluding  prayer  by  Hr.  A.  Hallou. 

In  the  afternoon  Hr.  Adin  Hallou,  was  solemnly  set  apart 
Vo  the  work  of  the  Cospel  Ministry  by  Ordination. 

Order  of  Services, 

Introductory  prayer  by  Hr.  K.  L.  Killam. 

Sermon  by  Hr.  H.  Hallou, — 'I'ext.  2  'I'im.  iv.  2,  “  Preach 
the  word,  be  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  reprove,  rC' 
kuke,  exhort,  with  all  long  suirering  and  doctrine.” 

Consecrating  prayer  by  Hr.  .1.  Flagg. 

Charge,  and  delivery  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Br.  R. 
Carri(|ue. 

Right  Hand  of  Fellowship,  by  Hr.  H.  Hallou,  2d. 

Concluding  priiyer  by  Hr.  (\  Hudson. 

Granted  Letters  of  Fellowship  to  Hrs.  Lliphalet  Case,  Jr. 
and  Calvin  (iardner. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  the  First  Universalist  Meet¬ 
ing  House,  in  Atth'borough,  Mass,  on  the  2d  Wednesday 
and  I'hursday  of  dune  next. 

Hr.  H.  Hallou  closed  the  Session,  by  solemn  and  devout 
prayer.  Hk  iiahd  (^arriuue.  Moderator, 

dveoB  Frilzf,  Clerk, 
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High  o'tt  the  hoav'n  of  heav'ni.,  I  saw,  (and  trembled,} 

O  God  of  gods  !  fh)  robes  of  sacred  splendour  ; 

Thunders  cherubic  shouting,  “  holy  !  holy  ! 

Lord  Ood  Alioighty  !’* 

t)rop  down,  ye  heavens  !  and  pour  a  flood  of  glory  j 
Ye  shades  of  death,  the  dawn  of  life  approaches  ; 

Mortals  shall  hear  the  music  of  thy  thunders, 

Infinite  Goodness  ! 

Rise  from  the  dust,  array'd  in  godlike  beauty, 

O  Solyma  !  immortal  joys  await  thee  ; 

See  thy  whole  race,  from  heav'u,  earth,  floods,  assembling, 
Crown'd  with  salvation. 

Rations  unborn  shall  throng  thy  flaming  portals  ; 

And  midnight  silence  hear  the  lofty  chorus. 

Hailing  the  moil),  that  lifts  her  smiling  eyelids, 

No  more  to  slumber. 

Shout  ye  loud  winds,  the  universal  triumph  ; 

Siug  to  (he  world.  Thy  God  !  thy  God  descendetb, 

Rears  bis  high  hand,  and  swears,  I  live  forever. 

Live  thy  Redeemer  I" 


iRottcr, 

Some  exciterofnt  having  been  produced  by  the  publication  in  the  6th 
Ne.  of  this  work,  of  a  piece,  signed,  “a  Friend  to  the  Declaration,"  the 
subscriber  takes  this  method  to  express  his  regret,  that  the  said  piece 
should  have  come  before  the  public,  us  it  has  been  considered  by  some,  to 
be  a  violation  of  the  settlement  of  difliculties,  lately  made  at  the  Southern 
Association.  There  was  no  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  subscriber,  to 
increase  the  difficulties  that  existed  ;  and  the  piece  alluded  to,  was  in  tlie 
press  before  a  settlement  was  made. 

Edward  Turner. 


llrU)  JJubltCcitton. 

Mr.  Balfour's  work  will  be  published  towards  the  close  of  the  present 
month.  All  persons  who  have  obtained  subscribers,  are  requested  to  make 
returns  of  them  immediately,  to  S  Etheridge,  the  publisher,  as  a  small 
edition  of  the  work  only  is  printed  :  after  subscribers  are  supplied,  its 
price  will  be  raised  to  $-2,50. 

N.  B. — >>litor8  of  papers,  of  the  Univcrsalist  Order,  are  requested  to 
insert  the  above. 

CkarUstovn^  JarCy.  7,  1824. 
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